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The lawfulneſſe of obeying the _”— 


{ent Government. 


A Declaration hath been lately publiſhed, wherein the 
grounds are expreſt of ſetling the preſent Govern- 
ment, with which if any be net ſo far ſatisfied as to 
think that ſettlement lawfull, yet even to ſuch is 


this Diſcourſe direfed, rs propoſeth jo 
that though the change of a Government were belee= 


ved not to be lawfull, yet it may lawfully be obeyed, 


He Apoſtle 1ntreating of purpoſe 


_ the duty of ſubmiſſion _ 

dience to Authority, ha 

\ down this pr An Let every ln 13. 

> be ſubje& to the higher powers, for 

len is no power but of God the 

powers that are, are ordained 0 

God; and hereupon infers, Wherefore ” muſt nee 
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be ſubje& not only for ob but for conſcience ſake. 
And that he ſpeakes notin this place meerly uf po- | 
| abſtracted from perſons, but of 
Magiſtranam, - . 
94; ef cum ps- Perſons cloathed with that authorny, appeares in 
relate G ame- that he ſaith 5 For, ralers are mot a terroxr 10 govd 
_ workes, So that he ſpeakesof perſons ruling, as well 
Ius ipſam pote- AS of the POWET by which they rule. And e, He 
| emo 6 is the Miniſter of God, and they are Gods Miniſters ; 
Se Robe & accordingly he direRts Timothy, to pray for able(- 
lecum. fing upon thoſe that are in authority, Now if the 
1T\m-2- 2. Powers, Rulers, and thoſe that were in authority 
in that tame were ordained of God, and were tobe 
obeyed for conſcience ſake, let us confider how. 
lawfully they came into that power, rule, 
and authority. This Epiftle moſt probably, 1f not 
| certainly, was writtenin the time of Clandias Ceſar, 
«4s 18. r, 2, Or Nero, the former of which baniſhed the Jews out 
of Rome, upon which occaſion Aguils and Priſcilla 
came out to meet with Pax! at Corinth : and by. the 
ſentence of the latter, Pal having made his appeale 
to Ceſar fimſhed his courſe, and paſled unto a 
crowne of 1ighreouſnefle. And now, beheld the 
.  lawfulneſſe by which theſe two perſons came to be 
x4 crops inveſtedin their power and authority. 
repſ ad ſolari- Of ClandizsCafar the Story tells us this3 After the 
wn prex:mim; death of Cains Caligula, the Conſulsand Senate of 
i wels Rome entred into a conſultation,how they might re- 
ſe abdidir, s- ſtore the Commoen-wealthto her ancient fre | 
A 4:/e" which by the Ceſars had been taken from them. $0 
rens forte gre $I 
eorixe miles thatthe taking in of an Emperour, and confequent- 
enimaquerſs. ly of Claudine for Emperour, was directly againſt 
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which \s ſaid 


ef oomnatignry wages oe 
TING us the Scripture to be © of God; and 


e Rulers men muſt be ſubje& for con- 


teneri reſpondit. {Cience. 
Verum poſters { | 


die Senatu ſeguiore in ex2quendis conatibus per radium ac diſemionem diverſa cenſentium, 
& multinuine que circunſtebat, wwm reforem jam & nominatim expoſcente, armates pro 
Cncione jurare in nomen ſuun paſſm eſt, promiſitq; fengulis quinadena H. S. primus Caſe- 
run fidem mititis, eriam premio prgneratus. Sueton in Claudio. Agrippine velut 
vita, Gs ſolatia conquirens, tent1e amplexu Britannicum veram paterni oris effigiem «p- 
pellare, Gc. Antoniam quoqz; (F Oflaviem attinuit, &y cunBlos aditus cuſtodirs clauſerat, 
Crebrog; wigabat ire in melius vale udimem principis, qau miles bona in ſpe ageret, tempu'y; 
Proſperum ex monitis Chaldeorum attentaet. Tunc medio diet, 1ertio ante idus Offobr. foribus 
palain repente diduBis, comitante Burrho, Nero egreditur ed cobortem, que more milnie ex- 
cabjis adeſt, ubi monente prefeFo, ſeflis vocibus exceptus, inditur lefice. Dubiteviſe quol- 
dam ferunt reſpeFames rogitanteſq; ubi Britenics efſet 2 Mox null in diverſum auftore, 
que offerr ebantur ſecuti ſunt. Niatuſg; caſtris Nero, & congruentia tempori prefatuc, pro- 
miſſo donativo ad exemplum paterne largitionis Imperator conjalutatur. Sententiom milttum 
ſecuts patrum conſulta, nec dubitarum eſt apud provmmcics. Tacit, Annal. Lib. 12. 
ut pang ons the Romane ſtate to our owne 3 
ſure we are that in this Nation many perſons have 
beeneſetled in ſupreame power and authority 
meere force without title of inheritance, or j 
conqueſt. Andit hath been obſerved by ſome that 
accurately have looked into our ſtory, that not any 
three immediately ſucceeding each other, came to 
the Crowne by true lineall ſucceſſion and order of 


blood, Neither is there any great difficulty in find- 
ing it, until] we come to Queene wm whoſe title 
being by an inceſtuous marriage, theſe obſervers ſay 
that Queene Elzzabethſhould have raigned in her 
ſtead 3 However, we are cleerly told by ſtory, that 
five Kings qn a row (of which the Conquer was the 
firſt ) had no ritleat all by lineall deſcent and prox- 
imity of blood, The firſt came in by force , The 

econd 
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ſecond and third had an HerBrother living when 
they came to the Crownez The fc _ 
when his Predeceflor had aDaughter, and 
living which was :Mawd the Emprefle; The fifth 
_ Son of that Emprefſle, rai while his i 
Mother was alive, by whom his Title came,” But I 
ys, "94G and Edward the third who raigned 4: 
in his Fathers life time, and the three Hemrzes ; l 
fourth, fifth, and fixt, who raigned upon the Larx- | 
caſtrian (that is a younger Brothers ) Title, Let £7 | 

us more particularly conſider Hezry the ſeventh 3 ;,, $,,.4y. | 
This Herry came in withan Army, and by meere 7. n. 1. & Scg. [| 
power was made King in the Army, and by the Ar- ' 
my 3 ſo that in the very field where he got the 
Vittory, the Crowne was ſet upon his head, and 
there he gave Knight-hood to divers; Andupon l 
this foundation of military power, he got himſelfe | 
afterwards to be ſolemnely Crowned atWeſtmrinfler. | 
And ſoone after upon authority thus gotten, he | 
- called a Parliament, and in that Parliament was the ' 
Crowne entailed upon him and his Heires. Thus 
both his Crowne and his Parliament were founded 
upon power 3 As for any right Title, he could haye | 
none; for he came from a Baſtard of Þhx of Gauxt, 1 
which though legitimated by Parliament for com- 
mon Inheritances,yet exprellely was excluded from 
right to the Crowne. And for his wives Title, that- 
came. in after his Kingſhip, and his Parliament, 
which before had ſetled the Crowne upon him and 
his Heirs, And he was ſo farre from exerciſing au- 
thority in her'right, that her name is not uſed in any 
| Lawes 
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 Lawes as Queene XMaries was, both before and after 
her marriage with theSpaniſh King. Now this 
and the reſt who-came in by meere power without 
Title of inberitance, being in their opinion whoare 
now unſatisfied, tobe held nnlawfull, yet the maine 
body of this Nation did abey them, whilſt they ru- 
led, yea doth yield ſubjetiaonto their Lawes to this 
very day. And the learned in the Lawes doe con» 
tinually plead, judgesjuſtify, and condemneaccor- 
ding to theſe Lawes 3 So that herein the very voyce 
of the Nation with one conſent ſeemes to ſpeake 
aloud; That thoſe whoſe Title is held unlawtull, 
et being policſt of authority may lawfully be 0- 
yed, | 
And hereunto. Divines and Cafuifts give their 
concurrences among them one that is reſolute both 
eas and Sona Seen. os cp: 
Et udgement, tn IO07 ſeeking | T 2 
juſtice from an uſupper ( wham he callech a Tyrant, 
10 regard ofanunjuſi Title, not in reſpet of Ty- 
Dicendun eſt, Tanicall opprefiion) and for obeying his commands. 
Iicits ſubdiros ab Eyrſt, that Subjefts may lawfully ſeek juſtice ofhim; 
(9, 9:14; And ſecondly, that if his commands be lawfull and 
ft ) ws perere, Juſt they muſt be obeyed. And another well e- 
quid quamvis ſteemed in the Reformed Churches, is of the ſame 
Non Kebear, 165. JUdgEmeNt- Ss As 
publica _ racird  conſentit in -_ wh _ ot N_ joe cedar bu di- 
G info, penn - fanr-1 Hr. Po 55 _ £ib. 10. Cap 4- Non peccar ſublita 7 
ranni,qui dominium Oy juriſtliFiionem alicujus divionts uſurpevit, perends ab 0 juſtirie admint» 
pen ne re Te rehnrn ae 
7 mandas principis, abhoqut Thr amt, fm equa et ite, parendum oft. Alted, Theo!. Caf 
P4 17. | 
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ſelves: Fox the poweris onethihgrie | 
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And. after : . The-bexinadi of Nmrods power: was WAS ejus ſa guis eti- 
indeed evil}, as to the ends ulurping pow 


beca abuſing his ſtren 447 > en oe 
ceo eters and, and, theim to hs aye 


bey 3 but, nog _—_ INES he ſee- Cone *Sed 
ae to beind God, above others; And. ano» yz, «f Th 
ther more pr When.aaqueſtionns made whom nets. wec refer: 
43,5, muſt not belookt at "what hes 77 nt 


al eth,the POWET, 1 Or: by: what : -right on Nime 64, Jero- 
luvadedthe power; or m what man- gory S 


of ah ho ns onely1f he have power ' verim. Nam a- 


went isDow out'of /d oft poreftas 
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a Common-wealthz And (according tothe doftrine 
of King Jexes ) the King: being for the "Common=- 
weakh,and not the Common-wealth for the King, 

theend thould be deſtroyed for the 'meanes, the 
whole fora part. Ita Maſters mate had throwne the 
Maſteroyer Buard, and by power would ſuffer no 
other to guide the Ship but himſclfe3 if the Marri- 
aers. will not obey him commanding aright for rhe 
ſafe g euidiog ofthe Ship; the Ship mult needs periſh 
and themſelves with it. And whereas ſome ſpeake 
ofa time forſetlement,they indeed do rather ſpeak 


| for'a time-ofunſetlement-;; for th will havean un- 


ſetlemhent firſt; and aferlement after; And'whereas 
like doth produceits/ like'z yet they would have an 
unſetlement ro begetaſetlement. They would have 
confuſion,diltra@on, deftruttion to forth Ore 
der and fatety. | Butthe former” Scriptures ſpeake 
not of the future, but of the preſent. rime3 nor of 
obeying thoſe that ſhall be zand ſha!l be in 


* Neither doe —_— and thoſe ry 
either | 


LEES that be fo 


led bart rv 4p in actual poſſeffion oor 

rity. yr mayer ply ea ar dn EXamn- 

ples defer obedience to:the Kings that came in wy 

powerwithour Titles, but gave ir preſenely; 'being 
ſcntly veliedand: 


nfs ade als; 
quan how ſoone ſocver it 'is when there is 


produc 5 are of Be 
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former has go Por, of the not 
in order of blood ſince the jeſt; 
ſhould the Common people knoyy it? Yet further, 
even, Peeres, chiete Cities, Parliaments, anc 2 al 
hain eo one Meyer) Fee tf , thus fi ab g. 
ves termes | 
whe pied buta watt een de 
may or ſhould be rae chap he var | 
is preſent is giventt 
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that there are Oathes that Jaſtifie * Aa to 
the preſent Govemment, Sufely Oathes are ſacred 
bonds and reverent-obligements; and where they 
doe not themfelyes leave: or make- us free, we are 


not to cut or breake them in Yet concer«: 
pingtheſe there ave faults on Both hands : On. the 
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jy; tone Kone ; Onely' till” onr Endinſſes were 


overcome, ang to make : at ng? Whiryrre 


«bores? pl nehayy Tf wilt &livet us; 


| wewill be boundtothee till we are delivered and 

no longer? 'Wonuld this invite God to deliver us 
ir Enemies, 
delivered. 


from qurengmics, of;rather rokeepe ou 
\» - ftillin zpainſtus f leaſt we 
 fromour Enemiesfhonld'not” fefve him in r 
ouſncfis and bolineſle all our Jives Surely this.ts too 
like thatcourſe ofcarna)l-1/raeL of: = itch itis writ». 
Plal. 78.34 ten, | Whebs:: he flew them, 'then: they Sowght him, ' 
axd they 2 tanly after Gdd-3y + ir heart, 


was :20t; 

in his Covenant; Much aore piouſly 

areverendand truly ſpitjtuall Divine; 4 well pe 
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with bini, weither were: ork 
and 


- _—_—_ we ” bore: ber teamed, in:3ht Toks, | omen 
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Intenarthe! otherfidethere are other faults ; fach 
arothe utging ofan;Qath or Covenant, ainſteae- 
mies,/and nor agaioſt triends in'one- and the ſame 
Adtion; andiftoraltogether ſo, yet a ſlight and 
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wiſowhed by event two parts of it come to be 1n- 
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| Gb ape be ſuperfluous, or elſe it muſt binde to Succefſors as 


(12) 

id guodiure- hoſe which came into/; ) 
mind fr If it beſaid that in the Oath. of A 
pot rr '.. ancels ſwornetothe King, his Heires, and Succel- 
rervenicntibus {Ors, if His Heires be not His Succeſſors, how.doth 
ilicinn ict, that Oath binde ? either the word Succeflors muſt 


H 


meds conſcien- well as to Heires 3 andif it binds not to a Succeſſor, 


proveng. ot *1, that is not an Heire, how-can it binde to an Heire 
Caſ. cap, 15- hat is not- a Succeflor 7: And if you: will - know 

the cormmon and ufuill fence ( which ſhould be the 
Juurendom Meaning of ap Oath) of the word Succefſors, you 
m f.o cmſcien- need not fo much aske of Lawyers and learned 


INE” # perſons, as of men of ordinary knowledge, and de- 
au. roar Fee of them, Who'was the Succeſſor of Wiltians 
jwanticat in fo- the Conquerour, and ſee whether they will not 
wo _ 4p fay, William Rufus; and who ſucceeded AKichard 
sf judicendon the third, and whether they will not ſay mp 
away ſeventh? and yet (as it'appeares before.) neither of 
quemipſa verba then was Heire, 'So it ſeemes in the actep-= 
reddwn, &ſe- tion; the: word Succeflor is takers for him that 
x ex aQtually ſucceeds in Government, and not for him: 


_ 


nem ani that is atually excluded- And as in the 
Alſted-ap- 15- Ggrdigary acception of # word is to be taken'for the 


n.13- p92 bar PRIY ee us 
meaning,” ſo that 'meaning is to be underſtood as 
moſt proper to have been taken in an Oath. 


Yet withall this Quere may be added; While 


the Son is in the fame re in which the Fa- 


ther was , how comes this Oath at this time to * 


ſtand up and plead for diſobedience in regard of 

the Son, that was afleep and filent in regard of 

the Father ? To 
us 
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Thus have I gone _ peace ( as I beleeve 
in the way of truthz and as farre as it is truth, 

no further, I deſire it may be received. I alſo wiſh 
that thoſe who read and examine it, may doe it 
(as I profeſie fincerely my ſelfe to have endea- 
voured) with: a calme, cleare, and peaceable ſpi 
rit, without prejudice or partiſhip. And I dou 
not but to fuch upright ſeekers of Truth, 
Truth will appeare in a true ſhape 3 whereas 
partiall and prejudiced mindes ſpeake unto 
Truth what they would have her e unto 
them, and doe not heare her what (he faith 
of her ſclte. 


